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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-28 have been examined. Application 09/853,286 (System and method 
for aggregating and distributing electronic coupons) has a filing date 05/10/2001 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Naravan (US 2002/0138348). 

As per claims 1,7, 13, 19, 21 , 23 and 24, Naravan teaches: 

A method for providing a computer-based forum for exchanging electronic 
coupons, the method comprising: 

providing a forum database of a plurality of electronic coupons (see paragraph 

172); 

transmitting a description of at least one first electronic coupon from the forum to 
a client computer (see paragraphs 172-191); 

receiving by the forum a signal indicative of a client selection of the at least one 
first electronic coupon (see paragraphs 172-191); and 
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in response to the signal, performing an exchange of electronic coupons, wherein 
the exchange includes the receipt by the forum from the client computer of data 
representing a second electronic coupon in trade for the receipt at the client computer of 
data representing the first electronic coupon (see paragraphs 172-191). 

As per claims 2, 8, 14, 20, 22 and 25, Naravan teaches: 

The method of Claim 1 further comprising, verifying the validity of the second 
electronic coupon (see paragraphs 124-135). 

As per claims 3, 9, 15 and 26, Naravan teaches: 

The method of Claim 2, wherein verifying the validity of the second electronic 
coupon comprises: 

transmitting data related to the second electronic coupon to an issuing server 
(see paragraphs 124-137); 

and receiving a response from said issuing server indicating whether the validity 
of the second electronic coupon (see paragraphs 124-137). 

As per claims 4, 10, 16 and 28, Naravan teaches: 

The method of Claim 2, wherein verifying the validity of the second electronic 
coupon comprises, comparing the second electronic coupon to a valid electronic 
coupon stored in a coupon database (see paragraphs 124-135). 

As per claims 5, 1 1 and 17, Naravan teaches: 

The method of Claim 1, further comprising, removing user data from the second 
electronic coupon (see paragraphs 77-78). 

As per claims 6, 12 and 18, Naravan teaches: 
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The method of Claim 1 , further comprising: 

determining whether to exchange the at least one first electronic coupon for the 
second electronic coupon and if a determination is made to exchange, performing an 
exchange of electronic coupons, wherein the exchange includes the receipt by the 
forum of data representing the second electronic coupon in trade for data representing 
the first electronic coupon (see paragraphs 172-191). 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720 and fax 571-273-6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The official Fax 
number is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). /J 
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